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63 YEARS OF SKI RACING
THAT IS STEEPED IN HISTORY 
The story of ski racing in Val d’Isère began in the 1930s, but it didn’t gain full international 
acclaim until 1948 when Henry Oreiller was crowned the resort’s first Olympic ski champion.
Back in 1955, Louis Erny, an organizer of alpine ski races, and Charles Diebold, in charge of the resort’s 
sporting activities dreamt up the event. They called it the Critérium de la Première Neige. The aim was to 
showcase their resort and ski area on the world stage by making it a high-altitude venue for alpine skiing. 
With the Rocher de Bellevarde as the playground, the annual Critérium became a 
highlight of the racing calendar for the world’s top men and and women competitors.

10 000  
was the number of spectators that  

gathered to watch the Men’s Slalom 
at the foot of La Face in 2017 as the 

snow continued to fall. 

300 

was when the Critérium de la 
Première Neige first obtained FIS 
World Cup recognition, 13 years 

after it began.   

1968

was the number of people 
called out during the night 
to prepare the slope for the 

Men’s races in 2017 during a 
prolonged heavy snowfall.  

They won the Critérium

Jean-Claude Killy (France) Franz Klammer (Austria)

Marcel Hirscher (Austria)Alexis Pinturault (France)

Hermann Maier (Austria) 
Marielle Goitschel (France) 

Anne-Marie Moser Pröll (Austria)

Katja Seizinger (Germany) 

Lindsey Vonn (USA) 

Lara Gut (Switzerland) 
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T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  C R I T É R I U M     

Technogym: Training and warm-
up area on the mountain
For the first time in France, this winter 
the Men will have the use of a custom-built training and 
warm-up lounge by the starting hut for the World Cup Giant 
Slalom. The Women will also have their own lounge during 
the training runs and the Downhill. 
Before the start of the race Leading Italian fitness company 
Technogym will provide a 50m² tent equipped with four 
of the latest exercise bikes and other gear for lower body 
warm-ups.  Val d’Isère and Technogym are both dedicated 
to sport at the highest level and have gone into partnership 
together.  Technogym has a high profile across the resort in 
gyms, chalets, and luxury hotels and is now breaking fresh 
ground with its first version of a tented training and warm-
up area up the mountain. 

La Daille in the spotlight
2018 heralds the beginning of a new era for La Daille, with 
lots of new hi-tech innovation. 
The old bubble gondola that dates back to 1966 has been 
replaced by a state-of-the-art successor, the Poma Symphony 
10. Capacity in each cabin has increased from four to 10 
passengers, and it takes jus 4min 30sec to reach the plateau 
of La Daille. The new gondola is extremely comfortable, with 
heated seats, WiFi, and panoramic views. The 50 cabins 
have been designed by the Italian company Pininfarina, and 
there’s also a four-person VIP cabin. 
As a consequence of the 2017 event that involved loads 
of nightime snow clearance, the resort has invested in 12 
LED floodlamps on the OK course. These will light up the 
piste and make it easier for work to be carried out on the 
slope during the hours of darkness. Last year some 300 local 
people were called out at 4am to clear the racing line for the 
Women’s race. 
Technical advances have not been overlooked. The La Daille 
piste will be equipped this year with a fibre optic cable. 
Some 4km have been installed to ensure perfect pictures 
during the three Women’s events.  La Face de Bellevarde was 
fitted with fibre optic for the World Championships in 2009. 

Super Combined: a third podium event for the Women 
The downhillers, who perform so spectacularly on the OK, will now have to find the tricky balance of speed and technique for 
the Super Combined.  It’s a fresh challenge for the Women and could well lead to new names being engraved on the roll call of 
winners for the Critérium de la Première Neige. 

Men’s GS Homme : new start hut 
A new hut is being introduced this year. It’s situated at the top of the Men’s course at the crossroads of the Face de Bellevarde and 
Joseray. The top racers will get to use it at the beginning of each winter for the Critérium de la Première Neige, but recreational 
skiers visiting Val d’Isère will also have the chance to use it throughout the season. A new point of interest: this particular corner  
of the ski area reflects the roll call of champions who have raced here down the years, as well as offering  a spectacular view over 
Val d’Isère and the Le Fornet valley  beyond.  In December 2019, a second version of the start point will be installed, providing a 
visual and audible display that will recreate the thrills of the World Cup for visitors.
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MEN’S EVENTS    

The racecourse 
The Face de Bellevarde ceased to be pre-
pared as a piste in the 1950s because it 
was deemed to be just too steep. Howe-
ver a new downhill racecourse was de-
signed for the 1992 Albertville Games, 
and today La Face is the setting for both 
the Men’s GS and Slalom. The imposing 
slope is the backdrop to the village on 
the Bellevarde side, guaranteeing spec-
tacular views of the action for the maxi-
mum number of people.

Programme
Friday, 7 December, 2018: free skiing
18h30: Draw for bibs -- Avenue Olympique

Saturday, 8 December 2018: Men’s Giant Slalom
09h00: the village opens
10h00: First leg of the GS
13h00: Second leg of the GS
18h15: Prize-giving - Avenue Olympique
18h30: Draw for bibs - Avenue Olympique

Sunday, 9 December, 2018: Men’s Slalom
09h00: village opens
09h30: First leg of the SL
12h30: Second leg of the SL
Prize-giving in the finish area

Tech stats 

Men’s Giant Slalom  
Altitude at the start: 2 300 m
Altitude at the finish: 1 850 m 
Vertical drop: 450 m 
Length: 1 192 m
Maximum gradient: 70%
Minimum gradient: 15%
Average: 39.69%

Men’s Slalom
Altitude at the start: 2 065 m
Altitude at the finish: 1 850 m 
Vertical drop: 220 m 
Length: 591 m
Maximum gradient: 70%
Minimum gradient: 15%
Average: 36.43%
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WOMEN’S EVENTS     

Tech stats

Women’s Downhill
Altitude at the star: 2 580 m
Altitude at the finish: 1 810 m 
Vertical drop: 770 m 
Length: 3 037 m
Maximum gradient: 52%
Minimum gradient: 12%
Average: 32%

Super G Women
Altitude at the start: 2 408 m
Altitude at the finish: 1 810 m 
Vertical drop: 598 m 
Length: 2 142 m
Maximum gradient: 52%
Minimum gradient: 12%
Average: 32%

Wednesday, 12 and Thursday 13 December, 2018  
First and second training run from 10h30

Friday, 14 December, 2018: 
Women’s Alpine Combined
10h30: Downhill starts (combined)
13h30: Slalom starts (combined)
18h15: Prize-giving - Avenue Olympique 
18h30: Downhill bib draw - Avenue Olympique

Saturday, 15 December, 2018: 
Women’s Downhill
10h30: Downhill starts 
18h15: Prize-giving Avenue Olympique
18h30: Bib draw - Avenue Olympique

Sunday, 16 December, 2018: Women’s Super G 
 11h15: Super G starts
Prize-giving in the finish area

The racecourse 
The original OK FIS piste is the setting 
each year for the Women’s events. The 
actual racing line was chosen by Louis 
Erny and Jean Claude Killy after Jean 
Claude joined Henri Oreiller as a lo-
cal Olympic champion and the run was 
named Oreiller Killy in their honour.
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EXPERIENCE THE EVENT 

VIP Package 
This is the chance to immerse yourself fully in the event, with package deals available for both the 
Men’s and Women’s weekends. The Legendary package includes the chance to meet a former French 
ski champion and learn about what goes on behind the scenes.
Included in the programme: free skiing and breakfast with the champion, access to the private grands-
tand terrace in the finish area, where chefs – notably Edouard Loubet – will be preparing a sit-down 
buffet at lunchtime. Club, the top level package for the Women’s events, completes the offer.  

This year, artistic works from Black Peuf will be on display in the VIP area the VIP area and there’ll be 
a dedicated stand in the public part of the arena. 
Package details: https://www.worldcup-valdisere.com/billetterie

Business Version 
The business version of the Critérium undoubtedly gets underway at the Chefs’ Meal. This takes 
place on Friday, December 7. Rossignol invites the main players of the Critérium for a gastronomic 
evening at Restaurant l’Etincelle. On the menu: five local chefs and a master pâtissier of France for the 
dessert. It’s a great way to welcome the world of skiing to Val d’Isère with its long history of winter 
sports.   
Saturday evening is when the main figures in the French ski industry get together over a buffet dinner   
- by invitation-only - for their sixth workshop evening at the Centre Aquasportif. 
Over the years, the Critérium de la Première Neige has evolved into an important business confe-
rence for the ski industry. This year POMA, the Banque Populaire des Alpes, the Syndicats des Mo-
niteurs Ambassadeurs de Savoie Mont Blanc Tourisme are bringing their collaborators o the foot of 
La Face to support French skiers. As a welcome gift, they’re giving away personalised bibs to their 
business partners. 

http://https://www.worldcup-valdisere.com/billetterie
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Junior Version 
Critérium for kids: 
In partnership with National Education in France,   the Children’s Critérium is a wonderful occasion to 
involve schoolchildren in the world of skiing. The goal is to raise awareness of key values: excellence, 
respect, friendship, and citizenship. Primary school classes in the region are being invited to 
participate in two educational competitions: a short film and a card of welcome for the athletes. The 
jury for this competition, the classes in Val d’Isère, will welcome nearly 200 students on Saturday, 8 
December for an unforgettable day. «Our goal for this competition was also to allow children from 
schools in the valley to find themselves at the centre of a ski race – something that they wouldn’t 
otherwise have the chance to do“ explained Emma Vaudey, teacher and founder of the project in Val 
d’Isère. 

Your first World Cup race:
The Banque Populaire des Alpes is inviting 40 young skiers to experience the Men’s weekend and 
involve themselves in a stage of the World Cup and meet the racers taking part.  

The Youth Heroes World Cup:
For the third consecutive year, Rossignol is running its Youth Heroes World Cup as part of the Critérium 
de la Première Neige. The next generation of ski racers will be training in the tracks of their champions 
during the weekend of 7-9 December. The U12 skiers will do slalom training with the athletes while 
enjoying the heady atmosphere of a World Cup competition.  

Digital version 
You can watch the Critérium de la Première Neige on TV and listen on radio. The awards ceremonies 
can be  seen live on the Val d’Isère World Cup website. 
The race site also offers 3D modelling of the Bellevarde massif with its two racecourses - La Face 
and the OK. Move the cursor to get key information about the different sectors of the piste. This 
technology was enabled in 2017 with LIDAR readings gathered from piste machines. 

https://www.worldcup-valdisere.com/streaming-live/ 
https://www.worldcup-valdisere.com/streaming-live/ 
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ACCREDITATIONS & PACKAGES  

Media accreditation online :
worldcup-valdisere.com

 

All-in-one 
The new one-stop system of accreditation was introduced in December 2017. 
It includes ski pass, media accreditation, and a cashless card for use in partner 
restaurants across the resort and – new this year – for parking.  

Accommodation 
• 2, 3 or 4 nights in apartment
• 1 entrance at the pool of the gym center
• Sheets, bath towels, end of stay cleaning
• One World cup GOODIE per apartment

Optional, special price:
Ski passes 2, 3 or 4 days ” VAL D’ISERE +” (Val d’Isère+Tignes if the connection is open – num-
ber of ski days as to be the same or inferior at the lenght of stay)
Ski equiment rent (ski package or snowboard + boots + ski pole)
Mens’ weekend from 35€ per person per night*  
Womens’ weekend from 39€ per person per night.*
*Subject to availability, taxes and reservation fees extra. Non-refundable or exchangeable.

http://bit.ly/Press_Criterium2018
https://www.valdisere.com/en/special-offers/offre-tout-compris/
https://www.valdisere.com/en/special-offers/criterium-de-1ere-neige-dames/
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PRESS ROOM
 

 

Chef de Presse
Yves PERRET 

yves@ypmedias.com 
+ 33 (0)6 07 31 62 72 
+ 33 (0)4 76 44 57 02

Attachée de Presse 
Val d’Isère

Lauranne BOCCONE 
presse@valdisere.com    
+ 33 (0)6 21 15 51 06 
+33(0)4 79 06 06 60

Centre des Congrès Henri Oreiller, 
Route de la Balme, 73150 Val d’Isère. 

Free shuttles for La Daille in front of CHO. 

PRESS CONTACTS



Worldcup-valdisere.com

https://www.facebook.com/worldcupvaldisere

https://twitter.com/criterium1neige?lang=fr

FOLLOW US

https://www.facebook.com/worldcupvaldisere 

